[Calculation of gestational age. Methods and problems].
Gestational age assignment is one of the most important issues in perinatal medicine. Nowadays, the first day of the last menstrual period, when available, is still used as the basis for calculation of gestational age and expected day of confinement. However, most frequently this date is uncertain or even unknown, and thereby gestational age can be confidently estimated by ultrasonographic biometry until 22 weeks of gestation. There is no uniform dating policy when both a valid last menstrual period and ultrasonographic dates are available in determining the date of confinement. When both methods are compared, there are obvious advantages of routine scanning in the first half of pregnancy.